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' WHAT do you do with your kids

on a Sunday afternoon when it’s -

down to the Centennial Concert

Hall for a specially programmed = 7 E
it *kkkk ou of five
The hall was abuzz with activity K e

kids’ concert and a host of
cal activities. :

before the concert even began.
Music for Young Children, in part-

nership with the WSO, had orga-

nized a variety of stations at which
youngsters could get hands-on
experience with various instru-
ments. Wandering around, you

could hear squawks from first

tries at the alto sax, crashing cym-
bals and a string quartet that sped

up or slowed down at the whims

and directions of mini-maestros.

Manny Tuba, the mascot of the
family programs, greeted kids
with white-gloved high fives and
knelt down to be within reach for
numerous hugs. He was sharply
dressed ina tux, withred laces in
his gigantic shoes, and his bell
gleamed brassily as he made his
way through the crowds.

The concert itself was wonder-

ful. The multi-talented Peter
Duschenes of Ottawa-based

Platypus Theatre bounced onto
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o S s 3 windchill of ,-G,h,arlo'tié and the Music-Maker
outside with a windchill of - R N e T
43C? One terrific option is tohead | WSO Sundays with t
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all, Jan. 20 -

Rei Hotoda and the WSO to tell
the story of Charlotte and the

Music-Maker. -

performance as he recounted the tions.
day Charlotte was born, and how  0DOE alit Des2
rather than crying like most : Vi
babies, she sang a boppy little tune.

‘In an hour, we heard how Char- 1
 lotte, age seven, was drawn to
‘music and danced and sang all
over the house, to the chagrin of

her parents and grandmother.

‘* The entire story was told in com- -

ical rhyming narrative, written by
chenes himself, and was a sort of

combination of Rebert Munschand
Dr. Seuss. Musical examples were. .
" interspersed throughout, giving kids

an opportunity to hear various musi-

cal styles, from Handel’'s Water
- Music to the spunky Tico Tico. ‘

front of conductor

‘kle Little Star and go
feeling amused and
" This has got to be the bes

~ sumptuous stri
- derful woodwind

“He explained

The kids responded throughout

_ with laughter — and it was clear
' they were learning while having

“The afternoon finis
everyone singing '

t way to
combat cabin fever you'll ever
find. . !
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